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9 September 1952 


HaiGRANDiiM PORj Director of Central Intelligence 
FM » Deputy }Urector/XiJteUlgence 

yaajEGT 


%ONH&ENn 


* Social Scienee Research (It©;* 3 on FSB 
Agenda, 11 September) 


present wIA J s position as to methods of 

coordinating Social Science Research. 

— It is assumed tnat, although the agenda for 
the forthcecdng P3B meeting specifies that «**e paper" is to 
he presented* the so-called ■■■report" {attached aa 
MB A) will be the basis of the discussion. 

FACTS BMEIB3 <M fME fROBUM — The Report** has been 

the subject of protracted negotiations between FSB and CIA* 
culminating in the Director's letter to ^H|^Hdated 
6 August 1952 (attached as TAB 1), the maje^Satse in these 
negotiations has been as to whether CIA budgetary figures 
would be included in the report. At no time have CIA *8 views 
as to the substance of the repost been formally notified to 
«iS* although Hr* Becker has mad© his views known to 


25X1 A 


25X1 A 


25X1 A 


k» 


D1SCUSSI0M — 

a. The Smi Report recommends the delegation to FSB, by 
MSC Directive, of the responsibility for coor dinatin g, 
on a government-wide basis* all basic social science 
-research being carried ©a for governmental purposes, 
whether inside or outside the government. 


o* 


there are three major considerations which make this 
recorsaendation unsound t 


(1) 


The teas "Social Science Research 1 * involves a 
•grab-bag *» concept which suggests an illusory 
exactness, The report itself recognises the 
tentative scope of the concept of *the social 
sciences ** and their relative present immaturity 
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(2) The recomendation, &a adopted, would seriously 
conflict with the Directors statutory duty of 
coordinating the intelligence activities of the 
government Since, as is obvious (and is apparent 
tsfm the report), basic social science research 
constitutes an integral part of the intelligence 
activities of the government, not only in CIA 
but also in a number of other agencies. 

(3) Although the ©©ordination of research activities 
is a laudable purpose, it would be premature at 
this time to institute over-all government-wide 
coordination pending completion of the coordina- 
tion of various segments of research activities. 

At this time coordination of economic research 
is being achieved by the JSCf the Hesearch and 
Developraeni Board has under way a project for 
coordinating all research in the Department of 
ite feme relating to psychological warfare; 
within CIA a survey has been Jointly undertaken 
by Di)/P and IB/ 1 respecting the intelligence 
support reQuirejrents of the operational offices; 
toe Department of btate is engaged in 
psychological warfare research in support of 

the departmental programs sad the national 
intelligence effort, and is continuing to explore 
its capability to coordinate research in this area* 

(ii) The intelligence agencies continue to be most 
reluctant to haw outside direction of their 
research activities, which they regard as a 
necessary part of their individual intelligence 
activities* 


' Bl# injection of FSB into this situation at 
this timeri'e not only beyond the proper function of FSB, but 
would also set back the progress that is being made. Such 
progress will be reflected in improved intelligence support 
for the operational offices of concern to FSB. 

25X1 A 

ffM* RECOMEMBIB — That the recommendations of the H9HB 
report, no matter how presented, be disapproved* 
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AGENDA 

Fifteenth Meeting of the 
PSYCHOLOGICAL STRATEGY BOARD 
To Be Held 

September 11, 1952, 2:30 p.m. 
Room 5104, New State Building 
21st St. and Virginia Ave., N.W. 


Item 3. Briefings on Research in the Social Sciences of Use .to 

Psychological Strategy Board Planning and Operations (No 
paper) 

Departmental representatives will brief the Board. 


The scheduling of this item in this manner was agreed to at the 
last luncheon meeting of the PSB on 28 August. Mr. Kirkpatrick will be 
the State representative, Mr. Price the Defense representative, and 
the CIA representative is to be designated. 

Allocation of time to each individual: not to exceed 10 minutes. 

The discussion is to be based on the four following criteria: 
Requirements; 

Agency problems with respect to research; 
Interdepartmental coordination; 

Utilization of the research product. ( j f i } 
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11 September 195-2 


ITEM 1 

aa S 9 .se, aroh in th« ggaial Maaeag a£ 2§a J& 
^s§I Stefaag 2s§i& asiiaisE sM SaasaMsM 

(JTo neper) 


Sianmary t chedulin?' of this item in this manner ms agreed to at the 

IS August luncheon meeting of the FSB, Bepartmantal pa nra sente-. 
tives will brief the board? Mr. Kirkoatrick, State; Mr. : riee* Defense; 

Wr. Becker, CIA, 'The discussion is to be based on the four following 
criteria* fa) Bequireraentn? (b) Agency nrobleias with respeoi to re search; 
Co) Interdepartmental coordination; and fd) Utilisation of the research 
■rcduct. 

eferenoe my be wale to the original, investigation of the research ■ 


25X1 A - •• -or-’ on bv 


It is the staff’s understanding that 


was to 


submit reoanaendations with a view to? fa) insuring proper coordination of 
research activities in anoport 2f :svchologioal war fare* (b) cliMnatlng 
duplication; {«) assigning new researoh requirements ; and (d) insuring full 


use of research by Qovemaant darartmants and. agencies* The 


invest i- 


ILLEGIB 


cation d« carted from a United study concerned with psychological warfare 
and extended itself to a consideration of the whole field of social science 
research, .much of which has only an indirect relation to psychological, 
■■nrfars. The staff believes that Oovernment units responsible for nlannlng 
and conducting ngychologioal warfare in peace or war should determine their 
research needs and the extent to Which these needs are being met. On this 
basis, the element of central coordination can be introduced, 

IflCQj^Mntion : That you raeoaraend to the Board that the Asenenr act as a 


centraj. ooint of coordination for research, in much the s®sa© mariner a® 


texligenc® is now centralised, Inch ■ coordination would serve to: 
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4upli.eati.on ) (b) point up gaps where additi o n a l res earc h is required ) 

( q ) insure full Ckn?erMBent~uide u tilisa tio n o f the research prod uct; and. 
{ •' ) familiarize agencies engaged in re search of the s : eclal needsjo f 
psychological warfare agencies* 
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